PHOTOGRAPHERS WANTED! 


LEYS NEWS needs 


volunteer photographers 
with their own cameras 

who are able to take good 
quality pictures for future 


= 


issues of Leys News. 


Please send two examples of your work 


with contact details to: editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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BIG SOCIETY FUND LAUNCHED 


Future of Blackbird Leys Library in the balance 


CONCERNED: lays fasidenté, worried about cuits; are camnpalaniig to save services 


By Sarah Edwards 


A BIG SOCIETY fund of 
£600,000 has been set up by 
Oxfordshire County Council 
and communities will be able to 
bid for cash to fund start ups or 
local services. 

A spokesperson said: “This can 
include taking on responsibility for 
libraries and youth facilities that 
the county council is regrettably 
having to propose to cease 
funding after having had huge cuts 
to its budgets as a result of 
withdrawals from grant funding 
from Central Government. 


“The council will require a 
viable business case from 
communities but is determined to 
work closely with people to advise 
them on the process of putting 
together such a document.” 

The future of the Blackbird 
Leys Library remains in the 
balance and its closure has been 
legally challenged by campaigners 
because it serves a deprived area. 
A spokesman told Leys News: “We 
have a strong legal case for the 
library to remain open and are 
forcefully challenging the County 
Council on this. At the end of the 
day it was one of the named 
libraries and the Cabinet could still 


take the decision to close.” 

Oxfordshire is well-placed to 
respond to the Big Society 
agenda. The county has a strong 
voluntary sector with over 3,500 
community and voluntary groups 
and an above average number of 
regular volunteers. 

Councillor Kieron Mallon, 
Oxfordshire County Council's 
Cabinet Member for Policy Co- 
ordination, said: "It is tough that 
every council in the UK has to 
save millions of pounds. The 
nation is almost £1trillion in debt 
and local councils and many other 
organisations have the same 
funding issues as a result of the 


Government's efforts to balance 
the country's books. 

"We can either sit back and 
sulk about this state of affairs or 
we can treat the situation as an 
opportunity to think about things in 
a different way. People need to 
think beyond the idea that the 
council provides everything and 
that it does so from the building 
from which it has always been 
provided. 

"We want to hear your ideas for 
future services presented with a 
good business case and if the 
ideas are viable, we will provide 
‘start-up’ financial help from our 
£600,000 Big Society fund. There 


are plenty of doom-mongers 
around ready to dismiss ‘Big 
Society’ before it has even begun. 
We know that people in 
Oxfordshire have a combination of 
entrepreneurial spirit and 
community action and that will be 
the bedrock of their response. 
"While we are at it, we are also 
looking to cut red tape and get rid 
of bureaucracy that might get in 
the way of this changed way of 
working - we want to enable 
groups and individuals to come up 


| with Big Society ideas without 


barriers standing in their way. 
"County councillors around the 
county are ready and primed to 
help set up initiatives in their local 
areas. We are looking forward to 


= getting this show on the road." 


IMPACT OF CUTS 


Paula Williams from the Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre was 
interviewed as part of a BBC 
Radio 4 documentary about the 
estate and the impact that cuts 
and the introduction of the 
Government's Big Society could 
have on residents. 

She told interviewer Chris 
Bowlby: “I like the idea of 
communities doing more stuff for 
themselves. | think it’s an 
opportunity for people to get on 
board with their parish councils, 
find out what is going on in their 
local area and get involved in 
decision making. 

“Often we moan when we could 
be speaking to the right people 
and getting something done that 
will benefit us as a_ local 
community. And that way we can 
remove some of the barriers. 
There are people who have limited 
finances and they can’t afford to 
travel into the city centre, and it 
would be nice - and | think it’s 
doable in the long-term - to have 
those services within walking 
distance for our local people.” 


Beating 


/ the bullies 
Special 
feature 
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Slimming for 
the community 


Slimmers raise 
cash for local 
projects, see 
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Leys News is a not-for-profit business 
dedicated to providing news and 
information to the whole community. 
We are not affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an equal 
opportunities policy. We encourage any 
resident to get involved in our work. 


Contact 


Address: 
Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Phone: 
01865 711756 


Editor: 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: 
advertising@leysnews.co.uk 


Website: 
www.leysnews.co.uk 


Who’s who 


Board of Directors: 

Sasha East (chair), Jean Denham, 
Teresa Fieldwick, Javad Gohari, Jenna 
Hughes-Jones, Marie Jones, David 
Potter, Alex Solaja 


Editor: 
Sarah Edwards 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Design: 
Julian Dourado 


Distribution Manager: 
Lorraine Heritage 


Office Manager: 
John Charlton 


Volunteers: 

Naomi Abitabile, Gazmir Lame, Janet 
Pavelin, Barbora Pukova, Flora 
Waigumo-Pereirai 


Contributions by: 

Naomi Abitabile, Gazmir Lame, Jacek 
Majewski, Stuart Mabbutt, Leah Owens, 
Natty Mark Samuels, Rachel 
Stevenson, Jane Yates 


SUBMISSIONS 


LEYS NEWS welcomes 
submissions and ideas for 
articles and photographs from all 
sectors of the community. If you 
would like to send us a press 
release about your community 
project please email it to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk and we will 
consider it for publication in a 
future issue. 

Please note: do not embed 
photos and logos into word 
documents but sent send them as 
separate picture files. 


The next issue of Leys News 
will be delivered on 26 March 
and the deadline for 
advertising and editorial copy 
is 15 March. 


You are cordially invited 
to attend the 


ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


of 
Leys News Limited 


On Wednesday 25 May 2011 at 7.00 pm 


in the Leys News Office 


26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys 


Oxford OX4 7BX 


Light refreshments will be available 


R.S.V.P. to the Office Manager 


on 01865 711756 or officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


Hi there! 


WELL there is no denying it, 
The Big Society is still top of 
the Government’s agenda 
and people’s opinions on 
the concept still seem pretty 
varied. Of course none of us 
really understand the true 
impact of such an idea and it 
seems that the Government 
itself is struggling to create a 
cohesive and comprehen- 
sive argument, but the fact 
remains that with the 
inevitable cuts to local serv- 
ices we will all be expected 
to do more than just our bit 
when it comes to voluntary 
work. 

Of course volunteering is 
the life blood of the Leys 
already. Every community 
group that | have regular 


Editorial 


contact with relies on volun- 
tary support in one form or 
another, so the idea that we 
all start pitching in and help- 
ing out is not necessarily a 
new one. 

However, running servic- 
es such as local libraries 
which require experienced 
and trained staff is a far cry 
from what most of us under- 
stand to be voluntary work. 
As one resident recently 
commented “what the gov- 
ernment is doing is taking 
away jobs from people, cut- 
ting services that the coun- 
try needs and then asking 
those people who are out of 
work to help the government 
run the country for no pay!” 

And that is of course a 
fair point. But as you will see 
on the front page of this 
month’s Leys News The Big 
Society in one form or 
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another is inevitable and we 
will all have to work together 
to do the best we can to 
ensure that vital local servic- 
es are not lost forever. 

Fairtrade Fortnight kicks 
off on Monday and there is 
plenty going on across 
Oxford to spread the word 
about why we should all be 
trying to buy Fairtrade. 
Check out the centre spread 
to find out more, and enter 
our competition on the chil- 
dren’s page to win some 
fabulous books. 

We always love to hear 
from you, so please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk with 
all you news and views. 


Best wishes 


Sarah Edwardy 
Editor 


WIN TICKETS to Oxford Philomusica's 'Top Score' Family Concert! 


LEYS NEWS is offering you a chance to win a family To have a chance of winning a family ticket to the 
ticket to Oxford Philomusica's next 'FUNomusica’ ‘Top Score’ concert, all you have to do is answer this 
concert at the Town Hall on Sunday 27 March at 3pm. question: 

Oxford Philomusica's popular FUNomusica What are the signature colours of Oxford United 
concerts encourage audiences of all ages to have fun 5.04521) team? 
with music. It's OK to move, make a noise and join in. : 
‘Top Score’ promises to be a sporting extravaganza of ® Pink and green 
pure musical magic, presented by Alasdair Malloy, 9 Yellow and blue 
concert presenter extraordinaire! Families can arrive © Slack and white 
early for the pre-concert activities - with a variety of | Send your answers to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
musical craft activities and opportunities to try Green, Greater Leys, OX4 7BX. 
orchestral instruments, there is plenty to keep the Deadline for entries is 15 March. 
whole family occupied. 


Some of the ways you can get involved with Leys News 


1. Become a paid distributor. If you would like to 
deliver Leys News every month give us a call on 
711756. You need to be over 14 and have a 
responsible attitude. 


our website for the date, time and location of the 
next meeting: www. leysnews.co.uk 


5. Write a letter to us. Email to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk or post to Letters Page, Leys 
News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX. 


6. Office Volunteer: We are always happy to have 
office volunteers. No experience necessary. You will 
benefit by gaining experience and a reference for 
future paid work and by knowing you have made a 
contribution to your local community paper. 


For more info contact John on 01865 711756 
or email officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 


2. Write for the paper: We're always looking for 
writers and people with an eye for a story. We have 
a Community Journalism Project which is a flexible 
scheme where you will receive free training. 


3. Send in your photos, pictures or poems. These 
can be by adults or children and sent in by members 
of the public, children's groups or schools. 


4, Editorial meeting: Tell us what you want to see in 
the paper. Open to the public - just drop in. Look on 


(© Fret SPANIEL: 14 


On wo \ have 
Acopeed ik! 
Now mma wish 

-~ . WEN’E Come 


Readers letters 


Save our library! 

WHEN | read your article about the 
library closing down, | was utterly 
disappointed so | wanted to make a 
suggestion. 

Firstly, | am not sure whether the 
library is closing because of 
expense, but if so, maybe 
fundraising could be the answer. In 
addition, some people don't have 
cars including myself. | only have to 
walk down the road to reach the 
library so | am very lucky, and | am 
sure that everybody would prefer 
walking to Blackbird Leys Library 
and not have to catch the bus just to 
return or borrow a few books. 

The staff are also very friendly 
and are well acquainted with their 
customers, if the library had to move 
somewhere else people will get 
discouraged and not read as much, 
then the next generation will really 
miss out. The library isn't just a 
place to borrow books, there are 
activities there for young children as 
well. 

Amanda Gitau 
Blackbird Leys 


Leys News 
Editorial Meetings 


Our next editorial meeting will 
be held at 10.30am, Wednesday 
2 March at the Jack Argent 
Room in the Blackbird Leys 


Community Centre. 


Tell us your news, views and 
ideas of what you would like to 
see in the paper. 


Everyone is welcome, 
just drop by! 


Cartoon by Jane Yates 
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Blackbird Leys Parish Council Chairman, Gordon Roper 


By Tanya Prescott 


BLACKBIRD Leys Parish 
Council Chairman is calling 
for residents to "do more to 
make things happen." 

In an exclusive interview 
with Leys News, Gordon 


Roper said that people need 
to get more involved to 
make sure that things 
happen. 

He said: "I've always had 
a soft spot for the estate. If 
| didn't think a lot of the 
estate | wouldn't be a parish 


CATALYST and OCHA residents of 


councillor but | do think that 
residents could do more to 
make things happen here. If 
| didn't get involved and 
residents didn't get involved 
then nothing would happen. 

"If people come to us 
and air their views we will 
see what can be done, or if 
they have an issue about 
the estate, we can also take 
it up with the city and county 
councils. If we get no joy 
there then we can raise it 
with the South East Area 
Committee." 

He added: "The Parish 
Council has done a lot to 
help the estate including 
providing grants for local 
community groups, extra 
lights in Blackbird Leys 
Park, getting rubbish 
cleared from the estate and 
getting repairs carried out to 
local roads. We have a 
good working relationship 
with council officers, the 
police and street wardens 


and work side by side with 
the city and county 
councillors. 

"We've got vacancies for 
local people and welcome 
them to come along to the 
meetings to see how the 
council works. If they are 
interested in joining they 
can ask to be co-opted on to 
the council. It's not lots of 
work but you do have to 
have a bit of spare time - 
about six hours a month or 
whatever time you can 
spare. We have a good 
group of hard working 
councillors who have got the 
estate at heart and want to 
do their best." 


For more information about 
the Parish Council, visit the 
website www.leysonline.net 
Meetings are held on 
the last Tuesday of the 
month at 7pm in the Jack 
Argent Room at Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre. 


Conquering the ——— in Falcon Close 


Falcon Close are calling for the 
‘mound' to be transformed from an 
unsightly and under used area into a 
beautiful green community space 
leading into the Ozone Leisure 
Centre, Vue Cinema and Kassam 
Stadium area. 

The Leys Housing Associations 
have teamed up with Sustainable 
Architecture Studio, who have 
produced two different potential 
designs for the mound. Both designs 
are made so that the mound will be 
eco friendly, will encourage bio 
diversity, will use recycled materials 
like old railway sleepers and other 
local waste and most of all so that 
residents can take an active part in 
transforming the mound. 

The first step to conquer the 
mound is for the residents to decide 
which design they like most and how 
they would like to get involved. The 
consultation has already started and 
more discussions will follow during 
the next weeks. 


IN LAST MONTH'S Leys 
News we announced of the 


club, your school or your 
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Call for residents to 'do more’ 


HELP TOMORROW TAKE SHAPE 
2011 Census coming 


to a letterbox near you 


ON 27 MARCH 2011 
all residential 
households in the 
United Kingdom will be 
taking part in a census. 
Since 1801 a day has 
been chosen every ten 
years for this purpose 
(except in 1941 during 
the war). The census 
provides an excellent 
source of information 
about the population. 
This enables central and local government, health 
authorities and many other organisations to identify 
need for housing, education, health and transport 
services for years to come. 

Did you know that supermarkets use census 
statistics to work out the kind of foods they need to 
sell to keep local communities stocked up with their 
favourites? Water companies use the census data to 


plan the pipes for clean and wastewater — to make 
sure there’s enough for everyone. Fire brigades and 
the police use census data to help communities, 
putting fire alarms and crime prevention measures in 
specific areas. The benefits are far reaching. 

The census statistics also feed into the allocation 
of funding for local authorities and play a major part in 
identifying need for local services in communities, so 
it is crucial the population estimate is as accurate as 
possible. When the questionnaire envelope comes 
through the door you'll easily recognise it by the 
purple 2011 Census logo. Take care of it. If, like many 
people, you want to complete the questionnaire 
online, your individual internet code is on the front of 
the questionnaire. 

The 2011 Census doesn’t want anyone to fall 
behind — so there is a wide range of help options 
available (such as language guidance booklets, large 
print format, Text Relay and census field staff on hand, 
as well as online help and telephone call centres). 


More information about the 2011 Census can be 
found at: www.census.gov.uk 


Homes up to standard 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL is celebrating after all of its 7,900 
council homes were brought up to the Decent Homes 
Standard within the target date set by the Government. 

The achievement has meant that bathrooms, kitchens 
and heating systems were improved, roof repairs were 
carried out and external doors and windows were 
replaced. 

Oxford City Council also ensured that electrics and 
insulation at properties were checked and brought up to 
standard if required. 

Approximately £63 million pounds was spent on 


work colleagues - remember upgrading and renovating the properties which was done 


competition that's open to all 
who live or work on the Leys 
and here we give more 
details. The Leys Scarecrow 
Competition, organised by 
the Holy Family Church, is a 
chance to show each other 
that The Leys certainly has 
‘got talent’. 

Building your scarecrow 
promises to be great fun - 
just look at two scarecrows 
sent to us by the Kettlewell 
Festival [picture right] who 
run their event each August. 

Whether you decide to 


make your own scarecrow or 


work with neighbours, your 


there are prizes including 
£75 and £50 for the winner 
and runner up in the 
‘children’ and the ‘all age’ 
entries. The competition is 
on June 26 so you've time to 
dream and scheme. 

There will be more details 
in future editions of Leys 
News, including where you 
can get your free straw, 
chicken wire and tips on how 
to make you scarecrow. 


The entry form will be in 
the April issue of Leys 
News. 


by December 2010. 


BOOK YOUR 
NHS DENTAL 
CHECK-UP NOW 


717749 


K. Colton B.D.Sc 


Leys Dental Care 
50 Blackbird Leys Road 
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OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 


Unions back deal 


to protect jobs 


THE TWO UNIONS that represent Oxford City Council staff 
have supported the Council in its work to protect services 
and jobs. 

Staff have voted in favour of a deal which will reduce 
costs by forgoing pay rises and reducing some terms and 
conditions. 

These measures will provide savings of over £3 million 
to the Council which has to reduce its expenditure from 
£29.1m to £23.6m over the next four years. In exchange for 
this support, Oxford City Council has agreed to minimise job 
losses which will result from the Government's cut to local 
authority budgets. 

Oxford City Council will continue to protect services by 
implementing this deal as well as savings of over £5m by 
efficiencies. 

These efficiencies will be phased in over four years so 
natural staff turnover and good vacancy management will 
account for most of the 110 post reduction over the period, 
meaning that redundancies will be minimised. Oxford City 
Council has had to work hard to balance its budget and has 
cut costs over the last three years by 25 per cent, as well as 
disposing of assets which were not bringing in an income to 
the Council. Peter Sloman, Chief Executive of Oxford City 
Council, said: "It is only by working in partnership with the 
trade unions and staff within the Council that we have been 
able to improve services and reduce costs so radically in 
recent years. 

"This ground breaking agreement is an emergency 
measure aimed at protecting jobs. No one likes to have their 
pay cut especially when inflation is running at five per cent, 
but our staff have put services and jobs first, which reflects 
the dedication to public service and progressive approach of 
our staff." 


There for you 


SPAR 
Dunnock Way 
Greater Leys 


OPEN 
7AM TILL 10PM 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


Dublin Export 
Lager 500ml 


4.2% Vol only, 69p per can 
or £16 per case 
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Women and wellbeing at 
international festival 


THIS YEAR'S Oxford International 
Women's Festival launches on 8 
March at Oxford Town Hall. 

Aseries of exciting events will be 
running in and around Oxford on the 
theme of Women and Wellbeing 
and will focus on health issues, 
sport, dance, music, and energising 
activities that promote a sense of 
wellness. 

Running from Monday 28 
February until Sunday 13 March, 
there will be a fantastic variety of 
events happening in various venues 
throughout Oxford City and 
Oxfordshire. The festival promises 
an exciting and informative line up of 
events including exhibitions, 
workshops, topical talks, 
performances and social events 
celebrating women's achievements 
in sport, science, film, literature, 
theatre and more. 

Now in its 22nd year, the festival 
aims to highlight women's local, 
national and international issues. It 
is also a supporter of women and 
organisations campaigning for equal 
rights and opportunities. A dedicated 
group of local and _ international 
women from all backgrounds, 
beliefs and cultures coordinate the 
festival on a_ voluntary basis 
throughout the year, organising 


fundraising and sponsored events, 


marketing, designing and 
advertising the programme of 
events, and _ pulling together 


community groups, charities and 
businesses who hold events during 
the festival period. 

Festival Coordinator, Debbie 
Hollingsworth, said: "We are proud 
to be offering such a vibrant, exciting 
and diverse programme of events 
for the 22nd Oxford International 
Women's Festival. The festival 
highlights the many issues affecting 
women in Oxford and across the 
nations but it is also a fantastic 
opportunity to showcase our many 
talents. Please support the future of 


The Oxford International Women's 
Collective organises an annual 
festival taking place from February 
to March celebrating International 
Women's Day on 8 March. 

2011 is the global centenary 


year for International Women’s 
Day — 100 years since the first 
International Women's Day event 
was run. More than one million 
women and men attended rallies 
in 1911. 


the festival by joining us in this one." 
The Town Hall launch on 8 March 
offers a wide range of stalls for 
charities, local businesses and 
community groups. All participants 
are promoting health and wellbeing 
and are aiming to raise awareness 
and celebrate a healthy body and a 
healthy mind. There will be an 
exclusive performance showcasing 
the work of a small theatre group to 
round off the evening. Entrance to 
stalls 3 - 6pm is free; performance 
7.30 - 9pm (doors open 7.15pm), 
tickets £5, available on the door. 
Many events are free but for 
some, a small entrance fee may 


apply. 


Further information is available at www.oxfordwomen.co.uk, on via email oxfordwomen@gmail.com 
or on Facebook www.facebook.com/pages/Oxford-International-Womens-Festival/338928442652 


Filled Baguette + Drink 
+ Crisps for £1.99 


Sean 
Peseans 
Dheeaeee 
PRPS RE AEES 
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By Naomi Abitabile 


BULLYING is something that 
many children and young 
people have to deal with at 
school and college, and can 
also happen in the workplace. 
Being a victim of bullying can 
make you feel isolated, leave 
you with little or no 
confidence and affect your 
education and career 
prospects. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Leys News, a young woman 
from the Leys gives her account 
of how bullying affected her and 
impacted on her life, and how 
she would like to help other 
young people cope with the 
issue. 

At her request, we have 
agreed not to identify her. 

“| first became a victim of 
bullying when | was 11, when | 


tis ee" 

first moved in to upper school. | 
was never quite sure why | had 
been chosen by the bullies but 
looking back on it now | think this 
was because | wasn't in with the 
popular group. They would all 
wear make-up, be into boys and 
they would all seem to have the 
loudest voices in the sense that 
what they say goes. 

“Me and my friends weren't 
interested in boys and make up 
but more interested in our school 
work. 

“The bullying that | received 
started off more as verbal and 
psychological bullying rather 
than physical bullying. There 
was a lot of name calling mainly 
about the way | looked or my 
weight, which was actually ok. 
You hear a lot of people say 
“sticks and stones may break my 
bones but names will never hurt 
me” but in my experience name 
calling can be one of the worst 
things somebody should ever 
have to go through as they are 


a a 


very hurtful and stick in your 
mind and thoughts for a long 
time.” 


PUSHING, SHOVING 
AND TRIPPING 


“After about six to eight months 
of this the bullies seemed to get 
bored and this is when things got 
worse as the physical bullying 
started. 

“The bullies would start off by 
pushing me, shoving me and 
tripping me up in the corridors at 
school. But not before long | 
started to receive punches that 
always seemed to be in the back 
of the head or my stomach. I'm 
not sure why this was, maybe 
this was so there were no direct 
visual marks that people would 
see. This seemed to get worse 
as time went by. 

“After around a year of being 
bullied | finally opened up to 
somebody at my_ school’s 
Bodyzone group one lunchtime. 


But apart from being someone to 
talk to, a shoulder to cry on and 
get some advice the only other 
action they could take was to tell 
my teachers. This resulted in 
making things worse as | was 
then labelled as a grass and 
when teachers would speak to 
the bullies they would all stick up 
for each other. After this 
happened the teachers thought it 
would be a great idea to keep me 
(the victim) inside at break and 
lunch times to avoid conflict with 
the bullies and to keep me out of 
harm’s way. All this seemed to do 
was make me feel like | was 
being punished for opening up to 
someone.” 


FEELING WORTHLESS 


“This went on for a couple more 
years and as a result | got to a 
certain point where | started to 
believe the things they were 
saying were true. | felt fat, ugly, 
worthless and at certain points | 


BEATING THE BULLIES 


felt like | no longer wanted to be 
here anymore. This resulted in 
me having awful thoughts which 
| thankfully didn't go through 
with. 

“During the years | was 
bullied | began to develop a wall 
between myself and everyone | 
knew. 

“My attitude changed towards 
not only my school life but my 
home life as well. As a way to 
escape school and the bullies | 
would often skip a lot of my 
lessons or find an excuse for me 
not to go such as not having my 
PE kit. At some points | would 
find myself playing the teachers 
up so | would be removed from 
the lessons that the bullies were 
also in. 

“The bullying for me was 
never resolved and as a result 
my education had a sudden 
downfall as | would go to fewer 
and fewer lessons so | would not 
have to face the bullies. This 
also resulted in me being put on 
permanent study leave because 
| was not attending enough 
lessons.” 


LOW SELF-ESTEEM 


“At one point four years on | was 
hit with a metal stool and found 
myself retaliating which | now 
see was wrong, but for someone 
like me who has been bullied for 
so long there is bound to 
eventually be something that 
finally sends them over the edge 
causing them to flip. As a result 
of being bullied at school | am 
very conscious about my weight 
and the way | look. | also have 
very low self esteem which can 
be an issue in a lot of day to day 
things. 

“Since being a victim of 
bullying | find | can sometimes 
be very argumentative when | 
feel cornered or when people are 
getting at me. | also feel that 
because of this experience at 
school | take a lot of things to 
heart and | put on a very big front 
to hopefully stop me_ being 
targeted by bullies again. 

“Since leaving school | have 
done a lot of voluntary work with 
youth groups. | also am a 
volunteer youth worker at an 
outdoor activity centre. 

“| think | have chosen to do a 
lot of this work because of my 
experience at school and in a 
positive way | can now be a 
person that young people can 
come to if they are experiencing 
any kind of bullying. | can use my 
personal experiences to 
hopefully help others.” 
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Find your nearest warm & friendly group in the heart of our community... 


THURSDAY 


Blackbird Leys 
The Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road 
5.15pm and 7pm 


Tel: Gill 01865 730009 
or 07769 900318 


a >) 
Slhimmin 
WORLD 


oh 0844 897 8000 


- 12 March 2011 www.slimmingworld.com/challenge because you’re amazing 


ga 


PPP 
OXFORD 


cITy 
COUNCIL 


Q1. Have you heard of the Cleaner Greener Blackbird Leys Campaign? 
PLEASE v ONE Yes No O 


Q2. Thinking about cleanliness in your area last year did you noticed a difference in any of the following? 


ads, CLEANER 
S@SGREENER 
“690° Blackbird Leys 


Www.oxford.gov.uk 


Oxford City Council would like 
YOUR views on the Cleaner 
Greener Blackbird Leys campaign 


Q3. Thinking about cleanliness in your area now have you noticed a difference from last year? 


PLEASE v ONE PER ROW _ Isworse ——Noddifference _Asmallimprovement A large improvement Win a £30 Tesco voucher! 


I 

I 

I 

I 
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| 
The Cleaner Greener Campaign aims to improve the cleanliness of an 
I area tackling litter, fly tipping, abandoned cars, fly posting and giving 
: information to residents on how to dispose of their rubbish. 
| 
I 
I 
| 
I 
I 
| 
Il 
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I 
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I 
I 
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The campaign came to Blackbird Leys in February last year. 


Scrutiny Councillors want to know: 


@ What you thought about the cleanliness of your area 
whilst the campaign was here; 

@ What you think about cleanliness now the campaign 
has moved on. 


Q4. Are there any other comments that you would like to make about the Cleaner, Greener 
Campaign or the general cleanliness of Blackbird Leys? PLEASE WRITE IN BOX 


Please answer the questions on the left and return in an envelope 
by FREEPOST to 


Alec Dubberley, 
Cleaner Greener Blackbird Leys, 


IN IME seawcssstaenapeansaen ses aesceactecasatgnnesauranstysaaanupebastes Male LI Female : ; 
Are you a resident of Blackbird Leys? Yes LJ No U eee CNAs 
Only Blackbird Leys residents will be entered for the £30 draw. If you are a resident and would OST OF 10, 
like to be entered please return your questionnaire and provide your contact details by no later 4 Oxford, OX1 1BR 


ea ae eset, The Otay ee Pines Ons ne We appreciate your help. If you want any further information 


contact Alec Dubberley at: 


SIMA AC ONSSSS: Ss.acenssniscsacead’ seassaehsehaapapuerntuncsbiiatattusesbenadaaveachey satnaigsdndintldsdsinattodiadiocseciaatiay Direct line: 01865 252402 Email: adubberley@oxford.gov.uk 


Please note that your response will remain anonymous and used only for the purposes of this 


Liven ee ee Building a world-class city for everyone 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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By Leah Owens 


THIS IS THE MONTH to get tomatoes 
off to a flying start, but wait until the 
clocks go forward as the seedlings 
need long daylight hours to do well. 

Not having a greenhouse | always 
grow the outdoor varieties and they 
always grow best in large pots against 
my sunny south-west facing wall. The 
bricks absorb heat from the sun and 
radiate it back, giving the plants their 
own little microclimate. Tomatoes do 
need a warm, sunny place to grow. 

| have always had my most prolific 
crops from ‘Gardener's Delight’. Last 
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ons of tasty 
omatoes! 


beefsteak variety which produces the 
large, irregular shaped tomatoes that 
are commonly seen in France and 
Spain. They were quite successful, 
although the dreadful summer meant 
they didn't ripen well and indoor 
ripening just doesn't give the same 
deep tomato sweetness as fruit ripened 
on the vine, in sunlight. 

‘Tigerella' are fun to grow and add 
stripy interest to the salad bowl. They 
don't produce hefty numbers of fruit like 
other varieties but look pretty and are 
great for children who may like to grow 
their own 'tigers'! 

| sow my seeds in the lightweight, 


year | tried 'Marmande' a a classic 


SHARE 
AND 
GROW 


IF YOU WOULD like to get 
growing and do not have any 
space there are a few allotments 
still to rent at the Kestrel 
Crescent and Watlington Road 
sites (share one with friends or 
family if you do not want to take 
on a whole plot), or join the Leys 
‘Share and Grow' scheme. 

‘Share and Grow’ works in the 
same way as the 'Land Share' 
scheme started by Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall. 

People on The Leys with 
growing space they do not use 
invite people without any space 
to use their garden. You may 
only have part of your garden to 
share but why not have it full of 
edibles and be 'paid' in home 
grown veg as a thank you? 


Email: 
leysmarket@hotmail.co.uk 

(put ‘Share and Grow’ as the 
subject heading) 


black plug-plant trays. | sieve ordinary 


potting compost (you can buy seedling 
compost but it's more expensive), and fill 
three quarters of each cell before gently 
firming the top and placing two seeds on 
the surface. Fill each cell to the top with 
more sieved compost, firm gently again 
and water carefully. | use bottle top 
sprinklers from the Organic Gardening 
Catalogue (£1.95 for 4), which are 
perfect for watering delicate seedlings. 

Keep them on a sunny windowsill - 
not in direct sunlight as it will be far too 
hot - and keep the compost moist but 
not wet. You should see your first tiny 
tomato seedling within two weeks, 
looking a bit like mustard and cress. 

| wait until April/May when the young 
plants have at least four true leaves 
(the jagged looking, faintly hairy ones), 
before popping them gently out of their 
cells and re-potting them in five inch 
pots where they can spread their wings. 
This is when you can put them outside 
in the day time and bring them in during 
the still cold evenings (this stage is 
called ‘hardening off - getting them 
used to the colder outdoor climate). 
Once you can leave them round the 
clock stand them in a shallow tray of 
some kind and keep them well watered 
but never soaked. 

When they are around 25 - 30cm tall 
| pot them on into larger plastic pots 
and there they stay until they've 
flowered, fruited and died back. You 
could also plant them straight into the 
ground if you have a sunny, sheltered 
spot. When the small, yellow, star 
shaped flowers appear give them a 
liquid tomato feed and then feed them 
once a week after the first tiny, green, 
pea sized fruits make their appearance. 

For the past few rainy, English 
summers my first ripe outdoor tomatoes 
were ready in August but you could be 
biting into your first one in July if the sun 
shines for long enough. Fingers 
crossed! 


Support for Leys community 
market gathers speed 


By Leah Owens 


PLANS for a community market 
on the Leys moved a step closer 
following a meeting at The Barn. 

Local allotment holders were 
joined by a livestock farmer and 
Leys residents interested in selling 
home grown flowers, home made 
cakes and even chocolates, 
proving that there is obviously a 
wealth of talent and enterprise in 
The Leys and strong support for 
the venture. 

The Community Market is all 
about giving residents an 
opportunity to show what they can 
do and organisers hope that this 
may even lead to some small local 
businesses starting up. 

If you think you would like to 
participate, e-mail 
leysmarket@hotmail.co.uk and let 
the group know what you would 
like to produce and sell. 


Keep an eye on Leys News for 
more information about Leys 
Community Market. And check 
the Facebook page for any 
updates. 
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Green Fingers 


Sowing 
Seeds 


AT THIS TIME OF YEAR, as the buds on 
the trees and bushes are about to burst our 
minds turn to seed sowing for the coming 
season. 

In many places it's is still too cold for 
direct sowing into the open ground, so why 
not try sowing seeds indoors, for planting 
out when things warm up a bit more. 

As long as the container you will be 
using has drainage channels or holes, it is 
usable, but do try not to use wooden 
containers as it is hard to clean off pests 
that may be lingering from the previous 
seasons. Plastic containers work the best in 
my opinion. 

The planting medium to fill your chosen 
containers should either be a seed compost 
or a multi-purpose kind. Fill the container to 
a maximum of 2cm below the top of the 
container, and it is always best to water the 
compost thoroughly about 12 hours prior to 
indoor seed sowing. 

Fine seeds are not covered by compost 
when sown as they will root on the surface 
of moist compost. Larger seeds need 
covering with a layer of compost though. 
The rule of thumb is cover large seeds so 
they are twice their diameter below the soil 
surface. The same rule can be used for 
many spring bulbs too, but by no means all. 

Most seeds will need, for germination 
purposes, to be kept in warm conditions, so 
a window sill that can be kept at a regular 
room temperature is adequate. But don't let 
them scorch or dry out in the direct sunlight. 

Never let the compost fluctuate between 
wet and dry, keep them evenly watered with 
a fine hand sprayer. 

When the seeds are large enough, prick 
them out into trays with individual cells and 
put one seedling in each cell. Again use 
multi-purpose compost for this stage. After 
pricking out the seedling should be kept out 
of direct sunlight and only water if needed. 

When the transplanted seedlings are 
growing, after they have recovered from the 
trauma are being pricked out, they will need 
to be hardened off before you can move 
them to the outside. To achieve this 
successfully, give them some ventilation 
now and then in an unheated room, before 
placing the trays outside against a sheltered 
wall on warmer days and brought in if the 
nights are cold. After about 16 days of being 
introduced to this new climate, the seedlings 
should be ready for planting out in the 
garden. But take care and keep and eye on 
the weather forecast for late frosts. 

Spring has sprung, so get opening those 
seed packets and get gardening again. 


HAPPY GARDENING. 


Have you just taken on, or 
are thinking of getting, an 


allotment on The Leys? 


We're looking for a novice “allotmenteer” to 
feature each month in Leys News. We'll 
track your progress across the seasons for 
a year and hope to encourage the full take- 
up of allotments in the area. 


Contact: Sarah on 01865 711756 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
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FAIRTRADE 
28 February — 13 March 2011 


BUSINESSES and organisations across Oxford are taking 
part in this year's Fairtrade Fortnight, offering consumers 
the chance to find out more about ethical shopping and 
support projects worldwide. 

Last year was the most successful Fairtrade Fortnight 
ever. The campaign reached almost one in two adults with 
11.5 million people going on to buy a Fairtrade product as a 
result of seeing or hearing about the campaign. More than 
sixty per cent of Fairtrade purchasers are likely to 
recommend products to friends and colleagues, and the 
campaign wants to build on this level of awareness to make 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2011 the biggest and best yet. 

A spokesman for the Fairtrade organisations said: "For 
Fairtrade Fortnight 2011 we're asking the nation to show off 
about buying Fairtrade which offers 7.5 million people in 
the developing world a more secure future. You can show 
off Fairtrade any way you want. Take part in our bunting 
record attempt, hold a fashion show with your friends, or 
be loud and proud about how your business supports 
farmers and workers in developing countries." 

Schools, colleges, businesses and community groups 
across Oxford will be running events to celebrate Fairtrade 
Fortnight and to show the difference that Fairtrade can 
make. 


On 12 March between 10.30am - 12.30pm in Oxford City 
Centre there will be a chance for everyone to get involved 
by creating Fairtrade bunting. 


Drying the cocoa beans, Conacado, Dominican Republic. Photo: S. 


— 


imon Rawles 


GHT 
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So what’s Fairtrade all about? 


FAIRTRADE is an organised 
social movement and market- 
based approach that aims to 
help producers in developing 
countries make better trading 
conditions and _ promote 
sustainability. The movement 
advocates the payment of a 
higher price to producers as 
well as higher social and 
environmental standards. It 
focuses in particular on 
exports from developing 
countries to developed 
countries, most notably 
handicrafts, coffee, cocoa, 
sugar, tea, bananas, honey, 
cotton, wine, fresh _ fruit, 
chocolate, flowers and gold. 
The concept of ‘fair trade’ 
has been around for over 40 


years but a formal labelling 
scheme didn’t get off the 
ground until the late 1980s. 

Fairtrade is about better 
prices, decent working 
conditions, local sustainability, 
and fair terms of trade for 
farmers and workers in the 
developing world. 

By requiring companies to 
pay sustainable prices (which 
must never fall lower than the 
market price), Fairtrade 
addresses the injustices of 
conventional trade, which 
traditionally discriminates 
against the poorest, weakest 
producers. It enables them to 
improve their position and 
have more control over their 
lives. 


- Sia ad BO A re So 2 era a t. 
Sorting and pulping coffee beans at a fair trade cooperative 


a 3 


in Guatemala 


The Fairtrade Foundation 
has licensed over 3,000 
Fairtrade certified products for 
sale through retail and 


catering outlets in the UK. The 
shop is also manned by many 
volunteers from the local area. 


Photo: Wikipedia 
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The Secret shop 


MOST of us already know that we can buy Fairtrade tea bags, coffee and 
chocolate, and some of us may also have seen Fairtrade clothing on the high 
street, but there is a lot more to Fairtrade than food. Leys News Community 
Journalist Jane Yates is also a volunteer at Oxford's Fairtrade shop. She has put 
together a feature on one of the city's best hidden treasures. 


| WONDER HOW many of you have 
walked along Cornmarket Street in 
Oxford and not realised that there was 
a fair trade shop thriving practically 
beneath your feet? 

The fair trade shop is sign posted 
on the rails of St Michaels Church. If 
you head toward the glass visitor 
centre of the church tower and turn to 
the right, you will see a set of stairs 
before you and the shop is situated at 
the bottom. The shop has recently had 


Pencil case £2.65 from Bangladesh. By 
Freeset, the sale of these gives 
prostitutes alternative employment. 
The women make the bags for a 
decent pay and working hours, giving 
them dignity for themselves and their 
daughters and allowing them to learn 
to read and write. 


Toy Elephant 
£11.25 from Sri 
Lanka. Lanka 
Kade. Providing a 
fairly paid outlet 
for items 
produced by small 
craft enterprises. 
The products are 
all PVC free and 
they strive to 
avoid the use of 
excessive 
packaging. 


Shell 
Jewellery 
Brooch 
£5.25 from 
Mexico. 
Tumi 
jewellery is 
handmade 
using real 
shells. 


a makeover with a new floor and is 
well stocked with a range of food, 
clothing and many other items. The 
staff who are mostly volunteers are 
very helpful and knowledgeable. The 
shop is open six days a week from 


10am until 5pm. 


| have chosen just ten fair trade 


items that are for sale in this shop and 


given a small piece of information 
about each one. But there are many 
more items and individual stories for 


[= 


reeset 


Purse £4.20 from Kathmandu. Hatti 
Trading supports survivors of 
human trafficking, disadvantaged 
and stigmatised women in Nepal, 
though the production and sale of 
these fair trade products helps the 


woman to regain dignity and build a 


yam, 
_ 


new life. 


each of them. More products are 
arriving every day. 

For more information on these 
products or anything fair-trade please 
Ring 01865 722 505 


Make sure your check out our 
brilliant Fairtrade Fortnight 
competition on Page 12 for a chance 
to win some fantastic books. 


www. fairtradeatstmichaels.co.uk 


Lip balm £2.80. UK. Visionary soap company. 
| can personally recommend this; it comes in 
three flavours and is made using a high 
percentage of fair trade ingredients. 


= sy 
ee 
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Handbag £23.95 from Cambodia. By 
Saffron Winds, this bag is made from 
reused mosquito netting. The money from 
the sale goes towards landmine victims 
and those disabled by polio. 


Shopping Bag £10.60 from the Philippines. 
Doy Bags. Made from recycled juice packs 
by a woman cooperative, providing jobs 
for over 500 women improving their lives 
by offering sustainable employment as 
well as cutting down the rubbish going 


into landfill sites. 


Leather bound 
note book £4.80 
from India. Paper 
High is a fair 
trade company 
which produces 
eco-friendly 
handmade paper 
products. 


Buttons £4.60 
from South 


Africa. 


Incomparable 


Buttons. 


Handmade and 
fully washable. 


Paper beads £4.75 
from Uganda. These 
beautiful beads are 
made from recycled 
magazines by 
children whose 
parents have died 
from aids. The sale 
of these beads pays 
for their schooling. 
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SHOPPING AND STYLE 


WE all love a bargain! This month our new style reporter Rachel Stevenson gives us the low down on how to look great for less...and even tone up 
for free! If you have any great ideas for saving cash please email us editor@leysnews.co.uk so we can share your top tips with our readers. 


Clothes shopping 
on a budget 


eBay for beginners 


eBay is a quick and easy way to find great bargains 
as well make some extra money selling items that 
you no longer want. Here are three easy steps on 
how to set up and use eBay so that you can start 
selling, and shopping, from the comfort of your own 
home! 


1. Go to www.ebay.co.uk and click on the ‘register’ to 
create a User ID and Password. 


2. Start selling! Create a listing by clicking on 'sell an 
item’ and enter a description of the item, upload a 
picture and decide on a price. 


3. Create a PayPal account to receive money for items 
you sell, as well as pay for items that you buy. 


Tips: 


@ Always be aware of the condition of an item. A 
picture may be misleading so make sure you check 
the listing to ensure the item is in the condition that 
you want. 


@ Only use PayPal as it is the only secure way to both 
send and receive money. There is no need to enter 
your payment details every time you shop online, and 
your details are never shared with the seller. You can 
use PayPal to pay online on eBay and many other 
websites. In the event of a problem with a buyer or 
seller eBay will try and resolve the issue with the other 
party. Failing this, after 10 days eBay will arrange for a 
full refund, including postage. 


@ Check for any hidden extra costs. You might find a 
bargain but always check postage costs so that you 
don't get caught out paying for that instead. 


@ Look around. As with shops on the High street, 
there will often be similar items for various prices. 
Make sure you look around to ensure you get the 
best buy available. 


Council meeting available 


WE ALL KNOW the feeling 
of just having to have a cer- 
tain dress or top that we 
can't afford. Here are a few 
ideas to help you get the 
clothes you love, for a price 
you'll love even more! 

Shop in charity or vin- 
tage shops. Find great 
items for great prices. Best 
of all, no one else will have 
the same dress as you! 

Sales shop. Buy items 
like bikinis when they are on 
sale and save your money 
to pay fora summer holiday 
to wear them on, rather than 
full price expensive 
swimwear. 

Visit Amazon.co.uk and 
find a huge variety of 
clothes for amazing prices! 

Visit outlet malls near 


Ten ways to exercise for free 


By Rachel Stevenson 


Try one of these free workouts to drop 


pounds while saving pennies! 


1. Babysit. It doesn't count if you just watch 
TV! Instead, help out a friend while burning 
some calories acting like a child for an 


afternoon. 


2. Do some gardening. Pushing a lawn 
mower around is the best form of exercise 
you can do in your own garden, however, 
any type of gardening will ensure you enjoy 
the benefits of a beautiful garden and burn 


some calories. 


3. Save money on fuel and cycle to work. 
Even better, cycle to the supermarket and 
you'll be less tempted to buy extra food as 
you will have to carry it all back on your bike! 


you and get up to 60% off 
designer collections as well 
as High Street clothes. 
Clothes swap. Instead of 
throwing away old clothes, 
hold a party where you can 
swap a dress you might no 
longer want, for a friend's 
that you love. Alternatively, 
visit websites such as 
swop2shop.co.uk for a guilt 
free shopping experience! 
Borrow, don't buy. Rather 
than splashing out for a dress 
you'll only wear once, visit 
MyCelebrityDress.com for a 
huge range of beautiful 
dresses that you can bor- 
row, wear on a night out, 
and return the next day! 
Have a look on the inter- 
net for yard or garage sales 
going on near you where 


4. Run, walk or jog. Three of the few 
exercises that you can do with very little kit, 
these activities are easy, great for building up 
your fitness and getting into shape. 


you will be able to pick up 
some great bargains. 

Buy designer clothes for 
a fraction of their original 
price on eBay. With bidding 
starting at 99p eBay is 


Leys News | March 2011 


home to thousands of great 
deals on clothes, shoes, 
bags and more. Even bet- 
ter, sell clothes you no 
longer wear and use the 
money to buy new ones! 


temptation gets the better of you, heavy 
shopping bags will tone up your arms! 


10. Walk the school run. Take care of the 


driving. 


5. Dance. Turn on some music in the safety 
of your own home and dance! 


6. Rent exercise DVD's from your local 


same routines. 


then the neighbour's! 


Library. Free, and the options will mean 
there's no excuse for getting bored of the 


7. Do some housework. Instead of putting it 
off, think of the calories and get dusting! 


8. Wash your car. Better yet, wash yours and 


9. Spend an afternoon window shopping. If 


a 


Thames 
Constable, 


environment as well as your health by 
walking your children to school rather than 


nas 
v Ns 


Valley Police Chief 
Sara Thornton, — said: 


to view on website 


FOR THE FIRST TIME 
Oxford City Council live- 
streamed a full council 
meeting. 

Full Council meetings 
have been filmed since 
April 2010 and are 
archived and available to 
view on the council’s 
website. This gives people 
the opportunity to see 
how councillors make 
decisions about their area. 

The Council's meeting 
on Monday 21 February 
was filmed live and 
people were able to view 
it on the website live. 

Councillor Bob Price, 
Leader of Oxford City 
Council, says: "Members 


of the public have always 
been welcome to attend 
council meetings but the 
development of new 
digital media allows us to 
open up that access to 
people who are unable to 
get into the centre of the 
city, or who prefer to 
watch from home. 

“Since the early days of 
televising Parliament, the 
way in which decisions are 
taken within the country's 
democratic system has 
become increasingly open 
and accessible and we are 
pleased that we are now 
able to offer a live stream 
of the city council in 
session." 


Policing budget agreed 


THAMES VALLEY Police Authority has 
set the policing budget in Thames Valley 
for 2011/12 at £383 million. The force 
needs to save £50 million over the next 
four years and will do this through 
collaboration projects, a restructure and 
reviews designed to make the force 
more efficient. 

The Authority unanimously decided to 
freeze the policing element of the council 
tax precept. The freeze in the police 
element entitles Thames Valley Police 
Authority to a government grant 
equivalent to a local council tax increase 
of 2.5 per cent, which is worth 
approximately £3.3million. 

This means policing in Thames Valley 
will cost council tax payers £154.30 in 
2011/12 for a Band D property. 

Khan Juna, Chair of Thames Valley 


Police Authority said: “These are 
challenging financial times for all public 
services and Thames Valley Police 
Authority is no different. The budget 
approved by the Authority today sets out 
a planned and measured approach to 
reducing our costs. 

“The planned savings initiatives will 
result in the managed reduction of around 
800 posts and associated staffing costs, 
which will be spread across the four 
years. We will continuously work to find 
greater efficiencies in non-staff costs in 
order to minimise redundancies as far as 
possible. 

“Our priority is to maintain visible 
frontline policing and we are working with 
the Chief Constable to ensure we 
continue to provide the policing services 
local people want.” 


“Today’s budget announcement sets out 
the funding available to us, and the 
savings we will have to achieve as a 
Force over the next four years. The 
Force has been preparing for cuts for 
some time, and we have already 
identified significant savings. 

“We are saving money by 
collaborating with other Forces as far as 
possible. We are also slimming down our 
management structures and back office 
functions, and looking at ways of making 
our processes more efficient. Our priority 
has always been to protect the service 
we provide to the public, and | am 
confident that we will continue to do this.” 


An information leaflet, summarising the 
budget and the level of police council tax 
per valuation band, will be sent by post to 
council tax payers at the end of February. 
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Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 
BROOKES If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please contact 


Leys Le ] 
Peter Knipp on 01865 484886 or wknipp@brookes.ac.uk ys arning 


AWARD WINNING CHARITY occee 
CONNECTS CULTURES — | wanten 


WANTED 
By Rachel Stevenson ae NS eee 


Can you use a computer? 
’ Could you help 
others learn? 


JACARI is a student run 
home teaching scheme for 
children whose first 
language isn't English. 
Founded in 1956, Jacari- 
the Joint Action Committee 
Against Racial Intolerance 
has more than 180 
volunteers from both Oxford 
and Oxford Brookes 
Universities. 

In 2010 Jacari was 
awarded the Best Charity 
Managed by Under 25's by 
Oxfordshire Community and 
Voluntary Action for their hard 
work within the community. 
Miriam Laurance, Jacari's 
Coordinator describes Jacari 
as "an opportunity to learn 
from other cultures as well 
as giving back to the 


A TUTOR leads our 
beginners classes 
and we are looking 


for assistants. This BL iT 


INVOIVES GOING FOUNC sinsiievngption ncoy ze 


community." ie i aie 
In addition to teaching a_ f ap = | . oe ne 
child for one hour a week, ff a A f i. wf! BF | adult students one- 
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to-one. You don't need to be a 
computer whiz, just comfortable with 
word processing, using the internet 
and email. You also need to be patient 
and encouraging. 


= N 


Jacan is an enjoyable experiance for pupils and volunteers 


the volunteers hold socials 
that give the children an 
opportunity to get to know 
one another while 
participating in various 
activities such as dance, 


As well as an enjoyable 
experience for the children, 
Jacari volunteer teachers 


cinema outings and ice 
skating. Khaleed Ahmed, a 
Jacari pupil said: “Jacari is 
good because you can learn 
quite a lot and it’s fun as you 
get to go places and do 
activities. So my friends talk 
about it often - everyday 
actually. They get quite 
excited when they hear they 
are getting a Jacari teacher 
and talk about it a lot at 
school. | look forward to 
each lesson loads!” 


aim to improve the pupils 
learning. Nicci Brassey, 
Head of EAL, Cheney 
School said: “The support 
and guidance the students 
provide to our students is 
invaluable. Our learners 
thrive under their support 
and always, always make 
better progress in their 
subjects as a consequence. 
They often come and see 
me and comment on how 
they look forward to their 
weekly meetings.” 


If you can spare a couple of hours 
each week and think you could help, 
call John Clifford on 01865 714492. 


New Drop in times 
(from 28 February) 


Free access to the internet for adults: 


Mondays: 12.30 — 3.00pm 


Wednesdays: 12.30 — 3.00pm 


Fridays: 10.00am — 3.00pm 


Sponsored by Oxford 
Brookes University 


BROOKES 


The Blackbird Leys IT Hub 

Ring John on 01865 714492 

or email blitzithub@yahoo.co.uk for 
further details. Or visit him during office 
hours at the Leys Community Centre, 
Blackbird Leys Road. 


Jacari is always looking for more volunteers. For 
information on how to get involved contact Jacari's co- 
ordinator Miriam Laurance. Phone: 01865 614 980. 
Address: Jacari, Thomas Hull House, Bonn Square, 
Oxford, OX1 2DH. email:coordinator_at_jacari.org. 


COURSES, WORKSHOPS, OPPORTUNITIES 


Afropean singing course starting 9 March 


A five week Afropean Singing course is starting at Fusion Arts, East Oxford 
Community Centre, Cowley Road. There will be five sessions: 9 March, 16 
March, 23 March, (note: no class on 30 March), 6 April and 13 April. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BACK TO WORK 


Understanding Your DSLR 
One day workshop, Saturday 5 March, 
10am - 5pm, £90. Workshop covers the 
most important controls your camera has. 
Oxford School of Photography, 

2 Collins St (between Tesco & East 


Scout Enterprises provides 
FREE training to help people 
get back to work. 

The training, which is available at 
Blackbird Leys Community centre, helps 
with everything from applying for jobs to 


AFROPEAN SINGING is an_ infectious 
blend of music from Africa and Europe that 
uses urban and ethnic styles and rhythms. 


member of Belgian/Congo band Zap Mama, 
who are still touring the world and making 
albums led by her sister, Maria. Anita has 


It's a very different way to use your voice 
and your body - focusing on movement, 
learning songs by ear and _ learning 
alternative and exciting new vocal 
techniques. But above all, it's about the 
amazing sound of polyphony - the effect of 


learnt a vast array of tunes from many 
African cultures which she uses in her 
unique arrangements and to inspire new 
compositions. Anita now gives workshops 
on Afropean singing worldwide and is in 
huge demand around Europe and Africa for 


Avenue), Oxford OX4 1XS. 
Tel. 0845 163 4141 
www.oxfordschoolofphotography.co.uk 


MUSIC 


interview technique, basic IT skills and 


confidence building. 


For more info ring 01865 395544. 


lots of voices singing different parts her unique and inspiring approach. Open Mic Workshop Able Centre 
together, building up intricate rhythms and Wed 30 March, 8 - 11pm, FREE FREE courses in Maths 
harmonies. To get the most out of the The course will cost £40 for the 5 weeks We have amps, you have talent, or just and English 


course, a basic level of singing experience 
is required — for example harmony and 
rhythm. 

The course tutor, Anita Daulne, is most 
well known for her music as a founding 


(or £25 for concessions). There are 20 
places in total. Places do go fast and are 
booked on a “first come” basis. You can 
email to jo@ocmevents.org or tel: 01865 
488369. 


applaud. All welcome, have fun. 

Folly Bridge Inn, 38 Abingdon Road, 
Oxford OX1 4PD. 

Tel. 07582 542568 
www.myspace.com/pontmusicconsultants 


Improve your skills and get a recognised 
qualification. Able Centre, Blackbird 


Leys Library. 


Tel: 01865 776334, to book a time to 


come in. 
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TEST YOUR WORLD KNOWLEDGE 
AND WIN SOME BOOKS! 


THIS month we have a bit of a 
test for you with our Fairtrade 
Fortnight competition. 


Can you match the Fairtrade products to the countries 
that they come from? We all know about food and 
drink coming from other countries, but what about 
other products? 

Match the products pictured here to the countries that you think they come from and 
you could be in with a chance of winning the three brilliant books shown above. 

Don’t worry if you get a bit stuck, because all the answers can be found in our 
Fairtrade Fortnight special in the centre pages! 

Send your name, address and contact telephone number with the correct 
answers to: Fairtrade Competition, Leys News, 26, Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford, OX4 7BX. All entries must arrive by March 15, the editor’s decision is final 
and no correspondence will be entered into. Usual terms and conditions apply. 
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Thank you to our friends at the Fairtrade Shop at St Michael’s Church in Oxford for letting us borrow the 
products for our photo shoot. 
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SLIMMERS on the Leys are 
beating the bulge to raise cash 
for community projects 


SUCCESSFUL SLIMMERS: (left to right) Marjorie Morris, Greatest Loser Winner Frances Barlow, 
Karen Tolman, and Becky Dolton. Photo: Gazmir Lame 


Need help giving 
up smoking? 


fi Go) 


With your local 
NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 
0845 40 80 300 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


Vi 


SMOKEFREE 


INHS 


THE SLIMMERS WORLD GROUF led by Gill 
Jackson has launched the Let’s Beat It 
campaign and members will try and lose as 
much weight as possible to win £1000 for a 
local community project. 

Gill said: “We want to encourage lots of 
people to join us in order to win £1000 to be 
donated to a local community project. If 
anyone has a favourite local project they can 
let us Know and come and tell the group about 
the work they are doing in the community. This 
way they will really get our attention and keep 
our successful slimmers motivated!” 

The Slimming World plan is_ highly 
regarded as a successful, simple and effective 
way to change your lifestyle habits, lose 
weight and keep it off. Gill added: “Slimming 
World has always supported various charities, 
it has been the NSPCC in recent years, and 
they thought that it would be such a fantastic 


Warning to all dog owners 


and dog walkers 


OXFORD CITY COUNCIL has 


pairing - our usual Slimathon combined with 
Let's Beat It and instead of collecting money 
for a large charity, this allows groups or 
individuals to raise money for a local charity or 
community project.” 

Members would aim for an average weight 
loss of one pound a week, and to make 
donations for each pound they lose. 

Gill added: “The aim would be for the 
average weight loss to be 1lb a week. This 
might be regarded by some as a bit on the low 
side but | do not want to put pressure on 
members. One pound a week is a great loss - 
it is much easier to achieve, it is easier to be 
consistent, it allows changes to be made ata 
pace to suit individuals but above all it is 
maintainable. How amazing would it be to 
have everyone in the Leys feeling happy about 
their weight, not just now but for always!” 


CANINE 
PARVOVIRUS 


The symptoms 


received reports of Canine 
Parvovirus in Rose Hill. 

The Council is advising all 
dog owners and dog walkers to 
check that their dog's 
vaccinations are up to date with 
their local vet and if they spot 
any of the symptoms to take 
them to a vet aS soon as 
possible. 

Canine Parvovirus is a 
contagious virus mainly 
affecting dogs. The disease is 
highly contagious and is spread 
from dog to dog by direct or 
indirect contact with their 
faeces. 

It can be transported on 
shoes and clothing and the 


council advises dog owners to 
disinfect their shoes before and 
after a walk, and to clean their 
dogs paws with animal friendly 
wipes. 

Graham Eagle, Public 
Health Team Leader at Oxford 
City Council, said: “We’ve 
received six separate reports of 
ill dogs in the Rose Hill area and 
we would urge dog owners to 
keep an eye on their pets. 

“Parvovirus has two distinct 
presentations, a cardiac and 
intestinal form and dogs can 
have one or more symptoms. 

“If you think your dog is 
showing symptoms of this virus 
you should take it to your local 
vet.” 


The Adventures of 
Bertha the Bus 
returns in next 
month’s issue 


include: 

@ Vomiting 

@ Nausea 

@ Diarrhoea 

@ Very Liquid Stools 
® Blood in Stools 

@ Fever 

@ Lack of Energy 


Symptoms of 
Cardiac Parvovirus 
in dogs: 

@ Difficulty Breathing 
@ Irregular Heartbeat 
@ Racy, Weak Pulse 
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Arts and Culture Focus 


Matilda the Musical 


A good hair day! 


- 


af 
¥ 
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AS part of Oxford International Women's 
Festival, and African History Season/Beyond 
Black History Month, two events have been 


organised. 


On Wednesday 9 March there 
will be an opportunity to celebrate 
the beauty, diversity and flexibility 
of black African hair. 

Do you work with you or care 
for people of African heritage, 
from babies to adults? Do you 
want to know how to care for their 
hair and beauty? Do you have 
black hair yourself and just want 
to find new ways to style and care 
for your hair? 

Visitors will have the chance 
to see many varieties of African 
heritage hair care products and 
services, with demonstrations of 
African hair styles, treatments 
and hair care solutions. 


From afros to braids, weaves, 
locks, relaxer, perms and Sista 
Locs, this is a great opportunity to 
find out what Oxford has to offer. 

Sunday 13 March at 7pm in 
The Lounge at East Oxford 
Community Centre, Princess 
Street, there will be a screening 
of the Chris Rock film Good Hair. 

When Chris Rock's daughter 
asked "Daddy why don't | have 
good hair?" he decided to search 
for answers and 'Good Hair the 
comedy documentary was born. 

Stalls, and exhibition and 
refreshments will be available. 

Both of these events are free 
with donations welcome. 


REVIEW BY 
KIRA KRETZSCHMAR 
AGED 10 


LUCKY Kira (pictured left) won 
tickets for her and her family to 
go and see Matilda the Musical. 


The Matilda musical is great for the whole 
family. There were great songs and 
creative dances. The music was loud and 
catchy, and the actors were just superb. 
Most of the actors were children. The 
horrible Miss Trunchbull was played by a 
man and he was one of the funniest 
characters. During the musical you couldn't 
close your eyes for one second, 
sometimes it was sad, sometimes it was 
funny and sometimes it was scary. This 
musical showed feelings and made me 
thoughtful. It was also lively. 

| won four tickets to see Matilda with 
one night's stay for my whole family, 
because | drew a banner and poster for a 
Jack FM website competition. Thank you 
JackFM! 


We always love 
to hear from our 
younger readers 
so if you have 
been somewhere 
that you found 
interesting, or 
have enjoyed a 
good book, DVD 
or new computer 
game then drop 
us a line and let 
us know! 


Illustration: RSC 2010 


CHRIS ROCK'S 


Good — Hair 
supported by: ACHKI, Unity Il, 
Roots and Culture, Community 
Camera, Kuumba Nia Arts and 


the African Caribbean Youth 
Project. 


events are 


To reserve your place or for further information please contact 
Junie on 07986 877324 or Kuumba Nia Arts on 07958343359 
or email kuumbania@yahoo.co.uk 


To find out more about these and other events go to 
www.facebook.com/beyona-black-history-month 


WILD opportunity for Oxford artists and designers 


OXFORD CASTLE are looking for an 
artist to design and decorate a rhino to 
celebrate Artweeks, and launch the 
Rhino trail that will turn Oxfordshire into a 
pseudo-safari park during Autumn 2011. 

Raising money and awareness for 
charity, the concept was created by Wild 
in Art and seeks to promote animal 


environmental issues alongside the 
benefits of mass public art events. Our 
rhino will be displayed in a under a 
marquee for the duration of Artweeks, 
and we'd like budding artists to apply to 
design and decorate it before the public’s 
very eyes! 


March 2011. 


For more information contact Oxford Castle on 01865 201657 

or email oc@topgroup.co.uk for an application form. 

Return completed application forms with your design proposal to S Mayhew, Oxford 
Castle Management Office, Oxford Castle, OX1 1AY before NOON Monday 28 


More information at - www.woa-rhino.org.uk/artists 


PEGASUS SCHOOL: 
Young opera singers 
take to the stage 


CHILDREN from Pegasus School took part 
in an operatic performance at Oxford's 
Sheldonian Theatre. 

The group of 15 children performed in John 

Blow's adaptation of the earliest surviving 
English opera Venus and Adonis. 
Pegasus School's headteacher Jill Hudson 
said: "The "singing estate" isn't just about the 
grown-ups! The children are amazing singers 
too! This was an evening full of firsts and 
pleasant surprises. As a lover of opera but an 
infrequent audience member, the setting of the 
Sheldonian, one of Oxford's architectural gems, 
made the occasion even more special than it 
already was. 

"Love, humour, tragedy, lament and pathos, 
but with the added delight of kids on stage! | 
wasn't really expecting that, but it was a real 
treat. The professionals were joined by children 
of varying ages from Salisbury Cathedral 
School and the Pegasus School. There were 
further great moments to come when some 15 
or so children joined the _ professional 
performers in an amusing choral number. They 
played their parts brilliantly as the crowd of little 
cupids, teaching lessons in love. In the final act, 
their carefully timed, funereal march around the 
stage, to finally bear away the fallen Adonis 
added real solemnity and emotion to the 
already heart rending final cries of Venus as 
she laments the loss of her love. The 
performances of all the professionals were 
impressive and highly entertaining, but the 
children really stole the show. " 

Mrs Hudson added: "The children were 
thrilled to perform in this historic setting with 
these superb professional singers - and to 
master and relish singing very difficult but very 
beautiful music." 


Has your school been involved with a special 
project? We always love to hear from you so 
please email all your school news to 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 


New Buds 


by Danny Williams 


T love your role call, your breaking down 
all the walls. 


You're the first flush of bloams, m a rot 
long planted, yellow rose bush. 


So sunny and wam, but those first 
petals will fall, but be replaced by mre, 
it’s the laws of physics so cannot be 
fixed. 


Why this is not Lego bricks, you cannot 
just db it for kids. 


So like the first blooms, that faded then 
fall. 


My heart was broken when you evaded 
me now. 


Its time to move on, new blooms are 
strong; you can be sold, but dm’t catch 
a cold. 


The best love will keep you going, like 
the best plant food; will keep those, 
yellow rose buds glowing. 


Like water over a mountain crest, you 
know ours is amongst the best. 
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JANE YATES is Leys News resident cartoonist and has big plans to run a 
marathon this year. She will be keeping us all up to speed with her progress 


Wonder Woman diary 


5 SEAN 


| WOULD LIKE to remind 
readers that 'Wonder Woman' 
was the name that my Editor 
chose for this article. However | 
feel that the only thing | have in 
common with wonder woman 
are her big pants. 


15 Jan. Walked mostly and went 
for a swim. Then on the way 


home | spied my bus. | ran as 
fast as | could and caught the 
bus! Feeling very pleased with 
myself; at last maybe | do have 
some wonder woman powers. 
But truth be known it was 
probably my fear of being late 
that made me run that fast! 


17 Jan. Took it a bit easier 


BUSINESS SERVICES 


today. Just walked quickly for 
two miles then swam 20 lengths. 
My daughter and me where 
feeling a bit down in the evening 
so we started on two family size 
boxes of chocolates and 
watched a chick flick! 


18 Jan. Run on the tread mill at 
the gym, got muddled up by the 
kilometres and miles conversion 
and thought | had run three 
miles were as | had only run 
two. | have a habit of this over 
optimistic maths as | like to call 
it, | do it all the time when food 
shopping! 

So decided to cheer myself 
up by dyeing my hair. | choose a 
colour very similar to wonder 
woman's, to get myself more in 
character. However as | was 
queuing to pay, | spotted some 
half price hair dye on the 
counter. Never one to miss a 
bargain | got that, paying no 
heed to the nagging voice in my 
head, ‘its half price for a reason.’ 

Auburn blonde it said. 
Looking back | was slightly 
worried by the cherry red 
coloured bath water than ran off. 
But horrified when | saw in the 
mirror that my greying hair was 
now a new shade of beetroot! 
And worst as straight away | 
know my face goes almost that 
exact colour when | run. 'Wonder 
Woman' had many super powers 
but | am pretty sure none of 
them was to turn her face the 
colour to match her hair! Hat 
shopping tomorrow. 


21 Jan. Friend introduced me to 
noodle bars, these are new to 
me, found my heaven, large 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Ouch! - the band 


quantities of tasty food, served 
quickly, reasonably priced and 
they have Ben and Jerry's! So 
obviously no training that day. 


22 Jan. Ran outside today but 
slipped on the icy path, swore, 
but lucky no one about to hear. 


23 Jan. Decided to run 5 km at 
the gym, discovered there was a 
blood pressure thingy on the 
tread mill so you can check your 
heart rate as you are jogging. 

There was a cute guy jogging 
on a machine a couple up, so | 
may have tried to run a tad 
faster than | should have, he 
kept looking over at me. Be cool, 
| told myself, holding my head 
up high and running as fast as | 
could. Then | checked my heart 
rate and it was just 2% of the 
very top of the top level! | 
slowed down. The cute guy that 
had been watching me walked 
off. Maybe he didn't fancy me, 
maybe he thought | was going to 
pass out, maybe he was just 
thinking, that lady's hair is the 
same colour as her face. 


24 Jan. | had been trying to learn 
to meditate for many years, spend 
hours in classes, omming away 
like some old vacuum cleaner, 
and never quite managing to feel 
like | could get my mind still 
enough to concentrate on my 
breathing and being aware | was 
in my body. Well | was aware | 
was in my body now, as every bit 
of it ached! 


25 Jan. Still not fully recovered 
and guilt finally beginning to set 
in, which is so bad that even a 


through her Wonder Woman diary. Here is her second instalment... 


home delivery of Chinese take 
away food could not cure. 


26 Jan. Woke up feeling better, 
run 2 miles. Found a friend who 
is willing to run a half marathon 
with me in October. Thought 
hang on, | will be 49 by October, 
that means | will be 50 next 
year! Immediately had mid life 
crisis, if | had been rich, this 
would have meant going out and 
buying a Porsche, but in my 
case | got a green shopping 
trolley that had daisies on it. For 
my last mid life crisis, when | hit 
40, | got a cool tattoo of a 
dragon on my back. But a 
shopping trolley! What was | 
thinking? | brought it home on 
the bus hoping know one | knew 
or any good looking man would 
spot me with it. What made it 
worse is the bus driver, who was 
considerably older than me, 
lowered the bus so | could get 
off with it. Oh the shame. A 
friend tried to cheer me up by 
saying that they are trendy now 
and lots of young people have 
them. Yeah right. 


31 Jan. Wanted to finish the 
month on a high note so ran 10k 
on the tread mill at the gym, 
then got over excited and did 
aqua aerobics class as it was 
just happing to be starting. 
However spent over half an hour 
of the class thinking about the 
chocolate which | had in my 
locker and rushed to eat it the 
second the class ended. With 
Wonder Woman speed | 
negotiated several slow moving 
ladies and randomly placed gym 
bags to get it, but it was worth it, 
| had earned it, every bite. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HEALTH AND BEAUTY 


S& R CHILDS 


INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES 


Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, Headington, 
Oxford OX3 9AA Tel: (01865) 427272 


10 The Parade, Oxford Road, Kidlington, 
Oxford OX5 1EE Tel: (01865) 378888 


142 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2DZ 
Tel: (01865) 714007 


4 Elms Parade, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LG 
Tel: (01865) 245464 


www.srchilds.co.uk 


The only family owned and managed funeral service 
in Oxford offering a personal 24 hour service 


Does your business need a boost? Are 
you lost for words? 

We offer a cost effective writing 
service for small businesses, and 
provide copywriting, press releases, 
web content and newsletters. For 
further information email 
mediabird@btinternet.com or call 
07966 523662 


TBAC Business Mentoring 

Muddled over marketing? Struggling 
with Selling? Pondering over price? 
Need help with your business plan? 
TBAC can help - we offer free 
continuous mentoring support to 
anyone who wants to expand a small 
business.Contact: Louise Goldsack on 
01865 893305 info@tbac.org.uk 
www.tbac.org.uk 


Hampden House Business Centre 
Serviced offices, virtual offices and 
meeting rooms available to help your 
business make the right impression. 
For viewings call Chris Williams on 
01865 893200 

chris@jennings.co.uk 
www.hampden-house.co.uk 


Rock, soul and pop for a great party, 
wedding or corporate event. If you're 
looking for great atmosphere, great 
music, a bit of a sing along and just a 
cracking night out you'll love the Ouch 
band. 

Contact: Charlie 07710 970992 
www.ouchband.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Hawtin Electrical 

Hawtin Electrical can offer you free 
estimates and advice complete with a 
friendly affordable service. Whether 
you are looking for a simple addition 
to your lighting or power needs, 
having troubles with your electrics, 
completely re-wiring your house or 
starting from scratch, then Hawtin 
Electrical is the right choice for you. 
Niceic Part P approved domestic 
electrician. Call 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
website: www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Beauty, health and well being 
Therapist. 

100% organic Forever Living Skincare 
and Sonya Colour Cosmetics. 
Personalised skincare and colour 
consultations in the comfort of your 
own home. Manicures and pedicures 
with massage. (Available for charity 
work too). For women who are 
suffering or in remission with cancer, | 
can help re-create eyebrows and 
teach how to apply natural false 
eyelashes. | also teach colour make 
up. Girls Night In! - pamper parties at 
home, the host will receive one free 
product and 10% off her order for 
booking and hosting the party. Staying 
in, is the new going out! Established 
since 1992 Fully Insured By FHT. 
IHBC VTCT IHBC IHHT City & Guilds. 
Call Fabia Cerra on 07905 428835 
fabia@soaringteam.com 
www.fabiacosmetics.co.uk 
www.againstbreastcancer.org.uk 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 
months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 
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What’s on in the Leys 


@ Gill Manning, 01865 770959 


Starlight Community project 
Some of the courses and 
groups on offer: 

@ A course for women - gain 
self confidence, develop skills 
for work or further learning 

@ IT courses @ Dad's group 
@ Black British History course 
@ Parent Forum @ Get ready 
for work course @ Literacy & 
Numeracy skills @ Group for 
familes with black children of 
mixed heritage 


@ 01865 778514 
www-starlightproject.co.uk 


Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 
are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00-4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 


Meta det | 
Breastfeeding Café on Monday 
1.00pm — 2.00pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon 
Corner. @ Camille Kalaja 0789 
995 8316 


Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Sandy Lane West. Boys and 
Girls ages 13 to 18. Thursdays 
7.30-9.30pm. @ 01869 259681 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities & advice for young peo- 
ple. @ 01865 772886. 


Brownies: Thursdays, Holy 
Family Church Hall. 


The Church of the Holy 


Family 


@ Rev David Parry, 01865 778728 
& Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www. holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Eucharist: Every Sunday, 10am, with 


children's activities. 


Timeout: Reflective evening worship. 


Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


i 


Dovecote - Afterschool Club 
Mondays — Thursdays, 3.15pm — 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 


Maluchy group for Polish 
speaking families with children 
ages 0-5 years. Saturday 10.00 
am — 11.30am, Pegasus School. 
@ Agata 07874 187 704 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 0776 
6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows: Girls aged 5 to 7. 
Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Laura Turner, 07787528120 


Leys Kiddie Club 

In the Dovecote Family Drop-in 
Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 
9.30am-2.30pm. £1. Price 
includes a hot drink and a soft 
drink for children. 


Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and 
English. @ Annette 776334 


Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, 
file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme @ 01865 550227 
hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


CHURCH NEWS 


Church 
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_ OLDER PEOPLE — 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


Boxing training. Youth Centre 
at the Leys Linx, Blackbird Leys 
Rd. Tues & Thurs 7.30-9.00pm. 
@ 01865 715815. 


Irish dancing. Sacred Heart 
Hall. Weds & Thurs, 5pm. 


BL Swimming Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and Sat & Sun 
11.15am-1.00pm. Thursdays, 
12-1pm, parent and toddlers. 
Saturdays and Sundays, 
2.30-3.30pm, families only. 
@ 01865 467042. 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
@ Bouncy fun for under 5s, Mon 
10.30-12pm 

@ Body Conditioning, Mon 
10-11am 

@ Tae Kwon Do, Tue 6-7pm 

@ Pilates Beginners, Tue 
7-7.45pm 

@ Aerotone, Wed 6-7pm 

@ Tae kwon Do, Thu 5-6pm 

®@ Circuit Training, Thu 
7.05-7.55pm 

@ Boxercise, Fri 10-11am 

@ Step & Tone, Fri 6—7pm 

All activites cost from £1.20 


BACK 2 BADMINTON 

Coach present to provide tips 
to improvers or motivation for 
people who just want to get 
back into sport. Sessions run 
between 9 February — 13 April. 
Wednesdays, 8-9pm. £2.90. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
%® 467020 to book a place 


Sacred Heart Catholic 


Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys (car park 
in Poulton Place) 


@@ Phone the church office 01865 776903, 


for all enquiries, baptisms, and next year's 
First Holy Communions, etc. 


Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; 


12noon in Portuguese; and at 6.00pm. 


Over 50s Drop-in 
Advice Session 
Get one-to-one confidential 
help with finances, benefits, 
debt, housing and consumer 
issues. Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre outreach session. 
Clockhouse Community 
Centre, Long Ground, Greater 
Leys. Last Monday of each 
month. Next dates are 
Monday 28 February and 
Monday 28 March. FREE. 10 
am to 12 noon. 


Gardening Club 

Senior Leys Independent 
Gardening Organisation 
(SLIGO) meets at the 
Clockhouse Community Centre, 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, at 
2pm on the first Thursday of 
each month. Volunteers to help 
in the Clockhouse garden are 
also very welcome. 

Thursday 3 March: Crafts 
session making items to 
fundraise for club activities. £2 
@ 01865 395908 


Prime Time Over 50s group, 
Wednesdays, 10.30-3.30, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). 

Keep fit, bingo, indoor bowls, 
speakers, activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


Golden Circle 
@@ Bernard Tucker, 460592 


Silver Circle 
@® 435954 (Prime time tel. via 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre) 


Monday lunch club 
@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


Leys Community Church Over- 
60s Club 
@ Keith Templar, 715815 


The Clockhouse 

Activities, Friendship, Learning 
and Fun for the over 50s. 

The Clockhouse, Long Ground, 
Greater Leys, OX4 7FX 

@ 01865 395908 


Line Dancing for Over-50s. 
No partner needed, beginners 
welcome. Monday 14 March 
1.30 to 3.30pm. £2. 


Yoga for Over-50s. 

Gentle seated and standing 
exercise, plus time to relax. 
Helps stiff joints and improves 
balance. Tuesdays 10-11am. £2. 


Crafts for Over-50s. Bring 
knitting, crochet, sewing or 
papercraft - and have a natter! 
Beginners very welcome. £1. 
Wednesdays 11am- 12.30pm. 


Creative Crafts for Over-50s. 

Try a different craft each week, 
and take home what you make. 
£2. @® 01865 395908 


Tai Chi for Over-50s. 
Seated/standing exercise to 
help you get more supple and 
boost your energy. Thursdays 
10-11am. £2. 


Computer Courses for Over- 
50s. Learn at your own pace 
with the Clockhouse IT Project 
Group. Beginners very 
welcome. FREE. 

@ 01865 395908, for contact 
details - you need to book a 
place with the group. 


A quick guide to what’s available locally. If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756. 


Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird 
Leys Community Centre, 9.30pm 
— 3.30pm. All welcome. A self- 
help group of people who use or 
have used Mental health 
Services, working together to get 
support for, to share experiences 
and to press for greater 
awareness of the needs of 
survivors. Lunch available for £1. 
Pudding 50p. Breakfast from 50p. 
Card making. Table top sales. 
@ 07729 581975 


The Listening Centre 

A counselling service for 
Blackbird Leys and Oxford. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. 

@ 01865 794794 


Slimming World 

Every Thursday, 5.15pm & 
7.00pm, Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road. 

@ Gill, 01865 730009 


= 


_ NETWORKING ~ 
Leys Women's Business 
Network. For women who have 
or are interested in starting their 
own business, however big or 
small. First Tuesday of the 
month, 7.30- 9.00pm. £1 
suggested donation. 26 
Kingfisher Green 

@ 01865 395960 


Leys WI 

Meets at the Clockhouse on the 
first Wednesday of every month 
at 7.30pm. 

@@ Rachel Fisher on 07863 
563583 to find out more. 
www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


Parish Council 


Chairman: Gordon Roper; Vice Chair: Gerry Webb; Non-position holders: Anne Booker, Rae 
Humberstone (see City Council section below), Chris Ha ian Lester, Tanya Prescott, Cyril Martin, Sheila 


Smith, Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 01865 716943 during office hours of 9am-—5pm, Monday to Friday. Send 
mail to Parish Council 13 Bailey Road, Oxford, OX4 3HU. 


Oxford City Council 


Blackbird Leys Ward 


Northfield Brook Ward 


Church Office Hour: Mondays (except 
bank holidays) at 6.30—7.30pm. For 
hall bookings, wedding arrangements 
and enquiries. 


Val Smith —- Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
valsmith@gmail.com 

or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
(her city councillor entry) 


Stuart Craft — Independent Working 
Class Association 

5 Emperor Gardens, Greater Leys, 
Oxford, OX4 7WB. 

@® 07733 274324 

Surgery: Every Tuesday from 6.30 to 7.30pm 

at the Clockhouse. 


Leys Community Church 
@ Richard & Kate Colbrook, 01865 
714153 


Meets on Sundays, 3.30pm at the 
Church of the Holy Family. Meetings 
include special activities for children and 
young people. 


Fellowship for Bilbe: Study, discussion 
and prayer. Most Wednesdays at 
7.30pm. During December there will be 
an Advent theme. 


Rae Humberstone — Labour 

75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys 

@ 01865 779678 

4 cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Scott Seamons — Labour 

2 Orchard Court Roase Hill Oxford 
OX4 4HJ 

@® 07910 595047 
cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


VOLUNTEERING 


The Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
needs reception, admin 
or advice volunteers 


THE AGNES SMITH ADVICE CENTRE provides free 
impartial advice to the local community to enable 
maximisation of income, reduce poverty and promote 
well being and stability. The volunteers would be given 
the opportunity to undertake training in these areas of 
work: reception skills, administration, clerical work and 
advice, including benefits, disability, debt, housing. 
Volunteers will have the opportunity to work with a 
highly skilled and friendly team, working with the 
general public which will enable the volunteer to learn 
people skills and improve their ability to deal with 
people face-to-face using the telephone and writing. 


Interested? Call 01865 770206 


Blackbird Leys Choir 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing 
street surgeries every other week. They can also 
visit people in their homes — ring or email to make 
arrangements. 


10 April: High Sheriff’s 
Community Choirs Concert 
Oxford Town Hall, 3pm. Featuring 
diverse local choirs who will each 
perform a couple of short items 
and then join together for Handel's 
Zadok the Priest and Hallelujah. 


Oxfordshire County Council 
Leys & Lye Division 

Val Smith - Labour 

4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 
@ 07767 446051 
val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Member of Parliament 
Member of Parliament for Oxford East 
Andrew Smith - Labour 
Unit A 


Tickets £10/£5 Bishops Mews 
See website for booking details. 
(Proceeds to Oxfordshire 


Community Foundation). 


Oxford OX4 6HD 
@ 01865 595790 
andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Richard Stevens — Labour 

Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Eaton 
Road, Oxford OX2 7QT 

® @ 07725 353031 
richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre from 3.00pm 


@ Jeremy Renals, 077654 80625 
www.blackbirdleyschoir.org 
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Leys Sports 


OXFORD UNITED picked up 
another vital three points after a 
competent performance at 
Morecambe that resulted in their 
biggest away win this season. 

The first meeting between these 
two teams back in September at the 
Kassam Stadium saw Oxford tearing 
their opponents apart 4-0 winning at 
home for the first time since being 
promoted back to the league. Not 
many of the travelling 471 supporters 
expected a similar scoreline this time, 
especially after the Shrimps showed a 
real character in their latest horror 3-3 
draw against Northampton. 

The home side created the first 
chance of the afternoon after only 
three minutes but the crossbar 
saved United following a 
controversial free-kick. 

The visitors replied by scoring 
after 30 minutes. James Constable 
was fouled by the right touchline and 
Paul McLaren's low free-kick was 
clipped on by Harry Worley into the 
path of Steve MacLean. His shot fell 
to Asa Hall who blasted it home. 

Another well executed set piece 
doubled Oxford’s advantage well 
before the break. Again it was earned 
by Constable rudely upended two 


yards outside the Morecambe area. 
The resulting free-kick was touched to 
McLaren who curled the ball around 
the despairing dive of Barry Roche. 
Hall scored the last goal of the 
game after 64 minutes. Tom 
Craddock had a shot saved by the 
goalkeeper’s legs, but Constable and 


DREAMS ALIVE 


MacLean combined well to set up 
Hall for a powerful shot to make it 3-0. 

There was still enough time for 
Damian Batt to concede a penalty 
which Ryan Clarke saved in a 
spectacular fashion but the score 
remained unchanged. 

Looking at United’s recent form 


Report by 
Jacek Majewski 


NUSIC Locatn 


Srica 


nerg\ 


CONSTRUCTION 


and results it is impossible to fail to 
notice dramatic improvement in 
defence. The Yellows have only 
conceded one goal in their last four 
league games, which must be 
pleasing for the gaffer Chris Wilder a 
former full back himself. 


UNITED KEEP PLAY-OFF 


Morecambe - Oxford United 0-3 


Goals: 
Hall 30’ and 66’, McLaren 36’ 


Morecambe: 

Roche — Wilson, Parrish, Charnock, 
Holdsworth — Drummond, Fleming 
(78 Hunter), Hurst , Capaldi - 
Jevons (67’ Carlton), Spencer (83’ 
Hendrie) 


United: 

Clarke — Batt, Tonkin, Wright, Worley 
- McLaren, Heslop, Hall — Constable 
(81’ Midson), Craddock (75 
Hackney), McLean (75’ Potter) 


Referee: P. Gibbs 
Attendance: 2171 (471 visitors) 


Recent League Games: 

22 JAN: Northampton — Oxford 2-1 
25 JAN: Oxford - Shrewsbury 3-1 
29 JAN: Oxford - Cheltenham 1-1 
01 FEB: Southend- Oxford 2-1 
05 FEB: Gillingham - Oxford 0-0 
12 FEB: Oxford - Rotherham 2-1 


15 FEB: Stevenage - Oxford 0-0 


THINKING OF A MOVE THIS YEAR? 


e Not sure what 
the market is 
doing? 


e How much 
can | get for my 
property? 


e Can! geta 


good deal ona 
mortgage? 


Talk to people 
that know.... 


——— = 


The team with over 20 years experience between them! 
We are not the largest local agent — but the best! 


S&C Sales & Lettings 
rightmove 138 Oxford Road, Cowley, 
wx» Oxford, OX4 2DU 


FindaProperty.com 


globrix. 


THE BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX 
A statement from the AT&T 
Williams Team 


FOLLOWING the announcement con- 
firming the cancellation of the forthcoming 
Formula One test session and the 2011 FIA 
World Championship season opener in 
Bahrain, Adam Parr, Chairman of Williams 
F1 said: “It is obviously disappointing for 
everyone involved in the organisation of the 
event, but it is clear that to race in Bahrain 


at this time would be inappropriate 
given the current circumstances. It is 
always Williams’ intention to contribute 
positively to the countries we compete in 
and so we fully support the Crown Prince’s 
decision to cancel the test and forthcoming 
Bahrain Grand Prix. We now look forward to 
a season debut in Melbourne and returning 
to Bahrain when it is right to do so.” 


The team will now undertake the final 
winter test at Barcelona’s Circuit de 
Catalunya between 8 and 11 March 2011. 


Calling all 
sportsmen and 
women?! 


Would you like Leys News 
to feature your sporting 
achievements on our back 
page? 


Whether you play bowls with friends once a 
week, are a dart playing champ for your 
pub or belong to another local sports team, 
we want to hear from you! 


Please get in touch by emailing us 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or visit our website www.leysnews.co.uk 
and use our drop down menu. 


If you would like to ring us, our number is 
01865 711756 and our normal office hours 
are Tuesday and Wednesday 9am to 4pm 
and Thursdays 9am to 12 noon. Outside of 
these hours you can leave us a message and 
we will get back to you as soon as we can. 


Want to 
advertise in 
Leys News? 


